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Information is an indispensable factor for promoting the development of society and also an essential
part of a nation’s resources. It is therefore the raw material for making decision for creating knowledge
and fueling the modern organization. To succeed in any aspect of human endeavour, accessibility to
quick and up-to-date information is very essential.
Information seeking is a fundamental human process and Abu (1986) stated that there is an interaction
of information needs and user behaviour. It is widely accepted that information needs and user
influence the user behaviour pattern in utilizing and exchanging information. This view is supported by
Tijani (2001) who asserted that information is available only when decision-makers use it to avert any
adverse decision that otherwise would had have been taken. This observation had earlier on been
made by Demekaa (2005) and Etim (1992) they characterized information as expensive, but also avert
that lack of information or information or ignorance of its existence could be even more costly.
Against the background of the strategic relevance of information to improved legislative system of
government, this study addresses the current perspective of information and its utilization by policy-
makers. It is vital to the stakeholders’ or optimization as than either end-users, information providers or
generators. The absence of such isolation inhibits understating of the relative value or contribution of
each interface is to information utilization activities of the policy-makers. That understanding is
indispensable if information utilization through the policy the policy-makers interface is to be enhanced.
It is evident that enhanced information utilization is the backbone of improved legislative system of
government. There is no such type of study done in Benue state. This study therefore, was conducted to
fill this notable gap.
Objective of the Study
The objective of the study is to determine the differences of legislators’ age and sex on their
information utilization.
Research Question
Do age and sex of legislators influence their information utilization?
Research Hypothesis
There is no significant different of sex on legislators and their information utilization.
There is no significant different of age on legislators and their information utilization.
Literature Review
The study of information ‘use’ and behaviour is so importance for legislators that King and Palmour
(1981) postulates that the ultimate value of any information system should be thought of in terms of uses
being made of the information subsequent impact it has on users , legislators’ activities. In the view of
Demekaa (2005) and Adimorah (1993), certain factors affect information needs of users. These are
age, sex, educational background, linguistics ability, length of experience, nature of work and rank. In a
similar study carries out to evaluate the utilization of surgical literature by trainers and trainees. Shehu
et al (2001) reported that one-half of the Registrars, and nearly all the Senior Registrars use the library
only occasionally and only refer to a standard surgical journal once a week. The consultants read journal
articles and rarely use the library.
Another related study Ifidom (1997) observes the postgraduate students in Nigerian Universities the
highest use of reference services research materials and the most complete information resources.
This is as a result of their research work, nature and orientation of the graduate programme in Nigeria
such students should really familiarize themselves with relevant and current information materials’
usages for maximum utilization.
Hoshovsky (1999) draws the attention of researchers of information seeking behaviour to study
performed by the American Institutes for Research (AIR) on informal communication study. The need
for a network of communication systems that information will flows to every legislators can be under-
estimated. Libraries and information centre can serve as links to all relevant information, published and
unpublished sources that will envelope all available information system.
Research Method
The survey research was used for the study.
The researchers developed questionnaires which was administered on the total population of all
legislators in Benue state numbering three hundred and sixty five (365) elected Federal, State and
Local Government legislators made up in all 23 local government areas, constitutes the study. Out of
these 339 (92.88%) questionnaires which were returned, two hundred and one 201 (59.3%) and one
hundred and thirty eight 138 (40.7%) were male and female response rate respectively. While two
hundred and sixty 260 (76.7%) and 75 (22.1%) were indicated those for young and old respondents
respectively.
Presentation of Data Analysis





Source: Field Survey, 2005.
As illustrated in table 1, three hundred and thirty nine (339) questionnaires were received. The
response rate in terms of sex is further indicated in the table, that of male was two hundred and one
(201) (59.3%) and for female response rate was one hundred and thirty eight (138) (40.7%).
Table II: Distribution of the young respondents by age.







Source: Field Survey, 2005.
The above table revealed that two hundred and sixty (260) (76.7%) was for the young respondents,
from ages 20 t0 45 years.
Table III: Distribution of the old respondents by age
Age Range Frequency Percentage
46-49 years 50 14.7
50 years & above 25 7.4
Total 75 22.1
Source: Field Survey, 2005.
As shown in table III, seventy five (75) (22.1%) was for those old respondents. The table indicated those
respondents from ages of 46 to 50 years and above to be old legislators.
Discussion of Results
Two null hypotheses were postulated and tested using t-test for independent sample.
HQ1 There is no significant different of sex on legislators and their information utilization.
Table IV: Summary t-test Analysis between Legislators’ Gender and Information Utilization





MaleInformationUtilization 201 55.65 14.88 1.05 2.36 1.65 337
FemaleInformationUtilization 138 51.82 14.24 1.21
In order to determine whether there is no significant influence on legislators’ gender and information
utilization, a null hypothesis 1 above was tested using t-test for independent variables. Table IV shows
that t-test value obtained is 2.36; df 337 and t-cri 1.65 at 0.05 level of significance. The t-test value of
2.36 is greater than the table value of 1.65. The null hypothesis is rejected. It is therefore follows that
there is a significant difference on the information utilization between male and female legislators. The
result of this hypothesis answers research question 1, sex influences legislators’ information utilization.
The mean score of male legislators (55.65%) was higher than those of female legislators (51.82%).
HQ2 There is no significant different of age on legislators and their information utilization.
Table V: Summary t-test Analysis between Legislators’ Age and Information Utilization















75 52.88 14.68 1.17
The above hypothesis is to find out whether there is no influence on legislators’ age characteristics and
information utilization. A null hypothesis was postulated and tested using t-test for independent
samples. The result shown in table V revealed that the t-test value obtained is 1.36 and df=333. Since
the computed t of 1.36 is lesser than the critical value of 1.65 and at 0.05 level of significance the
above stated null hypothesis is retained. There is therefore, no different between young and old
legislators’ in their information utilization. Age does not influence legislators’ information utilization. This
therefore answers research question 2.
Conclusion
From the findings showed a marked influence of gender on legislators and their information utilization.
There was significant influence between legislators’ gender and their information utilization. The t-test
was significant. Hence the null hypothesis was rejected. The study also examined age and its influence
on legislators and their information utilization, it was established that there was no influence stipulated
to age. Again the t-test was not significant. Hence there was no statistical evident to reject the null
hypothesis of no significant influence.
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